
The Transformation of Palestine: Essays on the
Origin and Development of the  Arab-Israeli Conflict

Ibrahim Abu-Lughod
These essays address how Palestine was transformed into 
Israel and how the struggle for Palestine became an inter-
state ‘Arab-Israeli’ conflict making the Palestinian people a 
secondary factor.

Palestinian Refugees:
The Right to Return

Naseer Aruri
Aruri covers the history of the Palestinian refugee question 
and the search for a just solution.

Books on the Arab
and Islamic World

One Country:
A Bold Proposal to End the Israeli-Palestinian Impasse

Ali Abuminah
Abuminah argues that a single country can be a home for
both Jews and Palestinians.

Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions:
The Global Struggle for Palestinian Rights

Omar Barghouti
Barghouti argues for a rights-based campaign to stop Israel’s
occupation, colonization and apartheid against Palestinians.

The Politics of Change in Palestine:
State-Building and Non-Violent Resistance

Michael Broning
Broning highlights efforts in Palestine that are building to-
wards a coherent national movement to challenge Israel.
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The Arab Spring:
The End of Post-Colonialism

Hamid Dabashi
Dabashi shows how the Arab Spring has radically altered the
geopolitics of the region.

Arab Women’s Lives Retold:
Exploring Identity through Writing

Nawar Al-Hassan Golley
These essays assess the interplay between individual, private,
ethnic identity and the collective, public, global world of 
politics.

Crusades 2.0:
The West’s Unending War Against Islam

John Feffer
Feffer examines anti-Islamic sentiment in the U.S. in light of 
the Crusades, the Cold War, and the war on terror.

Where now for Palestine?:
The Demise of the Two-State Solution

Jamil Halal
This collection revisits the ‘two-state solution’ in light of
contemporary facts on the ground.

Engaging the Muslim World
Juan Cole

Cole takes a Muslim perspective into account as he suggests 
ways to repair the damage caused by the disastrous foreign 
policy of the last 8 years.

100 Myths About the Middle East
Fred Halliday

Halliday debunks the most commonly misconstrued “facts” 
concerning the political, cultural, social, and historical 
spheres of the Middle East.

All the Shah’s Men: An American Coup and the Roots of 
Middle East Terror

Stephen Kinzer
Kinzer gives a full account of the overthrow of Mohammad 
Mossadegh and assesses its “haunting and terrible legacy.”



Islamophobia and the Politics of Empire
Deepa Kumar

Kumar analyzes the rise of  Islamophobia in the context of the
historic relationship of East and West and empire-building.

Islamophobia:
The Ideological Campaign Against Muslims

Stephen Sheehi
Sheehi argues that Islamophobia in the U.S. serves to sup-
port imperial adventures abroad and suppression of rights 
at home.

Overcoming Zionism:
Creating a Single Democratic State in Israel/Palestine

Joel Kovel
Kovel argues that Zionism and democracy are incompatible, 
and calls for a secular state with universal democracy.

The Crusades Through Arab Eyes
Amin Maalouf

Maalouf’s retelling of the stories of contemporary Arab
chroniclers of the Crusades offers insight into the historical 
forces that shape regional consciousness today.

Lost History:
The Enduring Legacy of Muslim Scientists,

Thinkers and Artists
Michael Hamilton Morgan

Early Muslim culture set the foundation for the Renaissance 
of Europe and nearly every aspect of the modern world.

The Modern Middle East
Ilan Pappe

Pappe makes a groundbreaking contribution to a more com-
prehensive view of the region in a post-September 11 world. 
focusing on urban, rural, cultural and women’s histories.

The Ethnic Cleansing of Palestine
Ilan Pappe

Pappe discusses the disappearance from the public memory 
of the ethnic cleansing of the Palestinians in 1948.  He 
discusses the reasons for its denial and whose interests it 
serves.



The Arab Revolt and the Imperialist Counterattack
James Petras

Petras analyzes the call by Western governments for 
regime change in some countries as they try to forestall 
it in others.

Arab Spring, Libyan Winter
Vijay Prashad

Prashad contends that the Arab Spring was produced by 
people power but must now contend with the ‘winter shadow’ 
of Western intervention.

Popular Resistance in Palestine:
A History of Hope and Empowerment

Mazin B. Qumsiyeh
Qusemah offers a comprehensive study of innovative and 
creative civil resistance in Palestine over the last 100 years.

Orientalism
Edward Said

Said’s classic critique of the West’s historical, cultural, 
and political perceptions of the East traces the origin of 
‘orientalism’ to the long-time domination of the region by 
European powers.

Nakba:
Palestine, 1948, and the Claims of Memory

Ahmad H. Sa’di and Lila Abu-Lughod
These essays examine how the Nakba, or catastrophe, of 
1948 has shaped the personal and collective memory of 
Palestinians.

Covering Islam: How the Media and the Experts Deter-
mine How We See the Rest of the World

Edward Said
Said reveals the assumptions and distortions of fact that 
underlie even the most “objective” coverage of the Islamic 
world.

The Unmaking of the Middle East
Jeremy Salt

Salt chronicles the long and bloody history of Western inter-
vention in Arab lands.  He uses US and British archives to 
reveal what politicians were deciding behind closed doors.



Tasting the Sky:
A Palestinian Childhood

Ibtisam Barakat
In this groundbreaking personal story, Ibtisam Barakat 
captures what it is like to be a child whose world is shat-
tered by war. With candor and courage, she stitches together 
memories of her childhood: from fear and confusion as 

Contemporary Fiction
Mornings in Jenin

Susan Abulhawa
Abulhawa tells the story of one family’s struggle for survival 
through over 60 years of the Palestinian-Israeli conflic, 
carrying us from Jenin to Jreusalem, to Lebanon and the 
anonymity of America.  It is a story shaped by scars and fear, 
but also by the transformational intimacy of marriage and 
the fierce protectiveness of motherhood.  It is a story of faith, 

forgiveness, and life-sustaining love.  Lending human voices to the headlines, 
it forces us to take a fresh look at one of the defining political conflicts of our 
lifetimes.

Dreams of Maryam Tair
Mhani Alaoui

Dreams of Maryam Tair brings readers to a Casablanca of 
myth and metaphor, of curses, witches, djinns and demons.  
But it is also a very present day Casablanca: a raw, pitiless 
landscape of crumbling urbanism and rusty ports, of bu-
reaucrats and student revolts, and of a deep human soli-

tude.  Richly evoking a world where magic abounds and age-old secrets are 
revealed, Mhani Alaoui seamlessly interweaves stories ancient and forgotten 
with a sprawling multigenerational family saga.

bombs explode near her home to her unexpected joy when she discovers Alef, 
the first letter of the Arabic alphabet. Language becomes her refuge, allowing 
her to piece together the fragments of her world.  Gr. 7 and up.

The Islam Quintet
Tariq Ali

Ali’s Quintet tells 5 separate stories that show the brreadth, 
humanity, diversity and historical sweep of the Islamic world, 
from 15th century Spain to 20th century Pakistan and China. 

The Quintet includes Shadows of the Pomegranate Tree, The Book of Saladin, 
The Stone Woman, A Sultan in Palermo, and Night of the Golden Butterfly.

The Automobile Club of Egypt
Alaa Al Aswany

In British-occupied Egypt, on the eve of the 1952 revolution, 
a respected landowner has fallen on hard times and takes 
a menial job at the Automobile Club, a luxurious lodge for 
Europeans, where Egyptians appear only as fearful servants.  
As the nation teeters on the brink of change, the Egyptian 

employees face a choice: to live safely but without dignity, or to risk every-
thing and fight for their rights.



Figs and Fate:
Stories About Growing Up in the Arab World

Elsa Marston
Figs and Fate is a collection of 5 stories told from the 
perspective of young Arab teens living in Syria, Lebanon, a 
Palestinian refugee camp, Egypt and Iraq. They feature com-
pelling characters, interesting dilemmas, and vivid language 

Habibi
Naomi Shihab Nye

An Arab-American family moves to Jerusalem from St. 
Louis.  Fourteen-year-old Liyana is homesick surrounded 
by relatives who are strangers and speak a language she 
doesn’t understand.  Her homesickness fades when she meets 
Omer.  But Omer is Jewish, and their ffriendship is sliently 
forbidden.  How can they make their families understand?  

that evoke a tradition filled with a love of poetry and learning.

Unholyland
The Trilogy

Aidan Andrew Dun
This verse novel tells the story of two lovers, Mosh and 
Jalilah in the context of the Palestine-Israel conflict.  Set in 
the popular music of modern Palestine, using rap rythms 
and the sonnet form, the book is verbally accomplished and 

rythmically creative, and yet gripping to read as the story unfolds in a fast-
moving narrative of twists and turns.

A Hand Full of Stars
Rafik Schami

Amid the turmoil of modern Damascus, one teenage boy 
finds his political voice in a message of rebellion that 
echoes throughout Syria and as far away as Western Europe. 
Inspired by his dearest friend, old Uncle Salim, he begins 
a journal to record his thoughts and impressions of fam-

ily, friends, life at school, and his growing feelings for his girlfriend, Nadia. 
Warmed by a fine sense of humor, this novel is both a moving love story and 
a passionate testimony to the difficult and committed actions being taken by 
young people around the world.  Gr. 7 and up.

How can Liyana ever learn to call this place home?  Gr 5-9.

A Little Piece of Ground
Elizabeth Laird

Laird tells the story of 12 year old Karim Aboudi and his 
family who are trapped in their Ramallah home by a strict 
curfew.  Karim and his friend are playing in a make-shift soc-
cer field when Israeli soldiers find them violating the curfew.  
Gr. 6-10.


